This study was aimed to find out the Causes of Students' low achievement in the subject of English at Secondary Level. The main objectives of the study were: To analyze the results of the students in the subject of English at Secondary level. To identify the role of curriculum in students' low achievement in the subject of English at Secondary level. To analyze the role of teachers in students low achievement in the subject of English at Secondary level. To identify the impact of environment on low achievement of students in the subject of English at Secondary level. The questionnaire was pilot tested before they were administered to sample. After collection, interpretation and analysis of data the researcher make recommendations for the stakeholders and general public. The study was delimited to 52 government high schools in North West Frontier Province of Pakistan. Questionnaire was the tool of data collection. The results show that Traditional oriented curriculum, incompetent English language teachers and harsh classrooms environment are the causes of student's low achievement in English. The researcher recommends that market oriented curriculum, competent English language teachers and conducive classrooms environment will improve the achievement level of the students in the subject of English.
through education that a person gets an insight to understand and solve his problems as well as those of his society. Secondary education is an important sub-sector of the entire education system. On the one hand, it provides middle level workers for the economy and on the other hand it acts as a feeder for the higher education. The quality of higher education depends upon the quality of secondary education. This level of education therefore, needs to be organized in such a way that it should prepare as well as make them able to adjust with their practical lives meaningfully and productively (Bhatti, 1987) .
English is a vehicle of thought and lack of command over it is bound to make thoughts inexpressible. Only those who can understand any language can express themselves in that language. Globalization will increase the power of English, because it will open up more jobs for those who know it. These jobs will be controlled by multinational bureaucracy, United States, IMF and World Bank etc, which have started operation increasingly in English. This will increase demand for English schooling, which will make parents invest in English at the cost of their own languages. In the teaching of English, the teachers generally use translation method which is an old method of teaching, therefore, our students cannot get command over English language as evident from the fact that there are a large number of students who fail in English, because of lack of language learning environment, outdated curriculum, rigid teaching methods and incompetent English language teachers in the academic and professional areas. Functional grammar is not taught and practiced in the classrooms. More importance is given to the teaching of English Text-books. In order to study English as a second language and be successful at it, the students must be helped by the teachers to acquire four art skills in the language, namely; speaking, reading, listening and writing (Skutnabb, 2000) . Mueen (1992) says that English is used as an official language in Pakistan as 80 percent correspondence is carried out in English and it needs to be fostered as a means of education, communication and a practical tool. Pakistan and other non-English speaking countries throughout the world are realizing that if English language teaching is neglected, there will be decline in the field of science, technology and commerce. Keeping in view the importance of the English language in Pakistan, the achievement of the students in the subject of English is not up to the mark. Ammena (1983) has analyzed the situation in Pakistan and noticed that there is a rapid and marked decline not only in the students' knowledge of English literature and their response to it, but chiefly in the proper use of English syntax. Lack of knowledge mainly about the construction of sentences, the appropriate use of propositions and the correct use of verbs and tenses is the main deficiency of students. Majority of the students find them incapable of expressing their thoughts in English and that is why essay writing becomes the most difficult and challenging task for them.
This situation in Pakistan requires as changes in attitude and practices as far as teaching of English is concerned. There may be reasons for the marked decline, but the discussion with the experts in English and the senior teachers of English reveals that the main reason of it is that English grammar is not given due importance, its rules are taught in isolation and sufficient practice is not given in the use of different aspects of grammar in reading, writing, speaking and listening. Functional grammar is not taught and practiced in the classroom. This situation calls for a change in our teaching methods and the use of different techniques of teaching (Ali, 2002) . Haycraft (1993) says that, the Asian people are facing problem in teaching and learning of English while those problems include lack of experts knowledge, lack of spoken English, lack of reliable assessment, lack of effective audio-visual aids, harsh classroom environment, overcrowded classrooms, ineffective teaching methodology which are making English effective.
Mausoor (1993) analyzed that the students even after years of learning English as a compulsory subject, lacked fluency and faced difficulties in English language usage. A critical look at the English learning situation displayed out dated and in-efficient course and teaching methods. The teachers were not properly trained and there was hardly any interaction between students and the teachers. The spoken skill was completely ignored. It was not a part of the English examination.
In light of the above mentioned facts, the teaching learning process has been failed to produce quality, competency, creativity and excellence in the students. There is an intensive competition among the nations of the world for their survival as well as prosperity of their people. To improve the creative abilities of the students, curricula, teaching methods, evaluation systems are required to be changed.
Method and procedure
The major purpose of the study was to identify the causes of student's low achievement in the subject of English. All the male Head teachers and English teachers of Government Secondary Schools of North West Frontier Province were taken as population of the study. 52 Head teachers and 208 English teachers were selected as sample of the study. The total sample size was two hundred and sixty. After studying the relevant literature a Table no .2 shows that the value of F (calculated) 28.03 is greater than the value of F (tabulated) 2.76 and the result is significant at 0.05 level, therefore hypothesis is rejected. It is evident from this study that traditional curriculum is one of the major causes of students low achievement in English. The table no 3 depicts that the value of F (calculated) 51.36 is greater than the value of F (tabulated) 2.87 and the result is significant at 0.05 level, therefore hypothesis is rejected. It is analyzed that majority of the respondents believe that there are drawbacks in our educational assessment system and it is one of the causes of students' law achievement in English. The above table no.5 explains that the value of F (calculated) 11.90 is greater than the value of F (tabulated) 2.69 and the result is significant at 0.05 level, the hypothesis is rejected. It is analyzed that majority of the respondents are of the view that classroom environment is not conducive and it is one of the causes of students' low achievement in English.
